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While T was in Califomia, T also 
didn't get around to playing my usual 
seven numbers in the Lotto. Five bucks, 
Seven numbers, always the same.) 


number eae up. 


[Garsunuremromenon=v 
teri emioadene 


Bik: ACKPOT 
IES UNCLAINED 


So let's run a 
summary of the week's 
work, shall we? 


While T was in California, T forgot 
to Send my check to the telephone 
company and even though it’s just a day late, 
they've cut off my long distance service, 
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T look at it all, I look for 
the common denominator, 
and T think T've figured out 


what the problem is. Which probably makes 


me the last guy in the 
country to finally figure 
‘that one out. 
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The only good thing to come out 
of tis the knowledge that T don't 
have to drop five bucks a week 
on the lottery anymore. I mean, 
what are the odds of hitting 
the right number fwice? 


My toenails keep catching on 
the sheets. T probably should've 
clipped them before T came to bed. 


T suppos: ould 
get up and do it now. 


6 the name of that fat 
Grade, the one who 
‘me and run away? 


ly Munros 
That T wonder whatever 
happened to hi 
. * 
12:5D- 
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‘Maybe he's in the phone 


book. Maybe T can call 
1, ask him to coffee. 


This is ridiculous. T've been 
laying here for two hours ar 
T still can't get to si 


— 
Well, not technically zero, just 
mathematically insignificant. 


T bet I could work out 
the odds in my head. 


Just got to determine 
how many seven-number 
combinations there. 
are, multiplied by the 
percentage of people 
who tend to play. 


Sg ...hey-hey, we're the 
Monkees... people Say 
we monkey around... but 
we're too busy singing... 0 
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There. Much better. My first 

lessons were in dreamwalking, 

You know; it's good sometimes 
to retum to fantliar paths. 


Doe Strange? 
What're you doing 
here? T mean, if you're 
gonna show up in the 
middle of the night, the 
least you could do is bring 
in a couple chili dogs and 
ba coke from Gray's 
Papaya ~~ é 


\" 


“Just a moment. It took 
some effort to force sleep 
‘on you and ensure you 
would be able to sustain our 
\ conversation through vivid 
3 dreaming; T must now 
concentrate on materiaizing 
within your dreamscape." A 


precedence.’ I came to give 
you a warning. 


Have you’ 
noticed a 
breeze? 


tiger had it 


LB Excellent. 
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Wait a minute... I fy! was not a face T a 
just realized... you y recognized, it meant Tam a Sorcerer 
saw ne eons my V Supreme. if I 60 desired, 
3 inom 2 Pe} T could cause your true name 
Comect. It But LAA ‘to appear above you in twelve 
foot tall neon letters. 
‘Also your shoe 
7 size, social security 
number and inseam. 
But I have no interest 
in knowing any of 
those things. 4 


even the 
inseam? 


that humor is your 

way of dealing with 
things that worry or upset 
you, but my business 

hte is serious, and 


When last we met, I dispatched 
youtto the Astral Plane to deal with 
the one called Shade. At that time, 
T instructed you to stay on the 
path, that you were not to leave 
the path for any reason. 
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BY Who are y. 
you? 


0 it mnay have seemed | | T remember the first time T 
‘the time. But there is | | went swimming in the ocean. 
a profound difference 


the odds were small that we 
would be attacked by tigers. 


unknown dangers gliding just 
beneath the surface, quick 
and unpredictable. 


7 when you went off the path, 


which kept you safe from prying ~ When you 


eyes, you were noticed 


Whatever the source 
of your power, you are tied 
to the spider. It is your icon, 
your totem, the template for 
your identity. When you follow 
the spider, you inherit the 
ways of the spider 
natural powers 


My time is 
done here... others 
are calling to me. 

Trust go. _¢ 


So that you will know this was not 
simply a dream... there is an etymology 
book on your third shelf. Look to 
page seventy-five, 


went off the path, Yer 


you entered the o> 
food chain. A 


=-and its natural 

enemies. They extend into 

the waking world just as 

their counterparts in the 

waking world have echoes 
in this place. 


spider wasp is the most efficient spider-killer 
in the insect kingdom. Its sting quickly subdues its 
prey by paralyzing the pider's central nervous stem. 
But it does not kill the spider all at once. The spider wasp 
prey to its nest, or if the spider is too large to 
ht, the wa simply, drags it to the nest. In orde 
ir 


e spider easier to ag, some spider wasps bite 
ff the spider's legs, often drinking the blood that leaks fro 
the wounds. The spider wasp places a single ider in each 

nest, which is often constructed after catching the prey. 


“Listen, not that T'm complaining 
or anything, but next incarnation, 
just for a change of pace, you think 
you could have me get bitten by a 
Yadionctive Jennifer Lopez? 


Plastic? 


Cans, bottles, 
plastic? Hmmm? 
Coaaans, Bottiles, 
plaaaastic? 


It's altogether possible that 
‘my subconscious remembered 
‘he page number and the 
photo. T’ve had a lot of free- 
floating anxiety lately, and my 
imagination may have been 
looking for something to give 
form to that anxiety. 


It's been three days 

singe the dream, and I'm 

starting to think that's all 
it was, just a dream. 


T mean, yeah, that page 
was preity ominous, but 
T’ve gone through that 
book a hundred times. 


Listen to me, T'm starting “60, Doctor Doom, do you 
to Sound like a shrink. Say, think that your name may 
how that's an idea. Peter ‘have had something to do with 
Parker, Psychotherapist your depressive personality, 
to Super-Arch-Villains. or did you have a--" 


fair trying to 
sneak up 


on-- 
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Look, I know 
why you're here, but To fight With you, 


Then Shathra 
gives you to her 
children. 


there's no reason for us to needs two of” Shathra play. 
fight. T don't buy into this equal power. 4 Until she is 
whole “natural enemies” bored. 
thing... people have . 
choices, they have 
free will 


hatha 
not people, 


Okay, well, 
yeah, there is 
that =~ 


Shathra 
not fight. 


T've got 
places to go, things 
to do, credit cards to 

overcharge -- 


Look, T think T see the 
problem here. You're one big 
bail of instincts, and you have fo 
follow them, T get that, But 
that doesn't mean we 
have to -~ 


she's fast. T barely 


that's the way 
you want it -= 


it. Even with a baddie. Linless 
Tin totally up against the wal 


Then as she moves again, 
impossibly fast, I remind 
myself that she's mor human... 
and that unless T end this 
fast and hard, against the wall 
is exactly where T'll end up. 


Its arole. 

But there's a 
difference between 
wearing the colors 

and playing the 


letting yourself 
get buried in 


You know 
what your problem 
is? T wear a spider 

costume because it's a 

nod to where the power 
came from. 


~-but it's worth 
testing the hypothesis, 
cas 


T head uptown, into the 
noise and the traffic. Buying 
time, T've been at this long 
enough to know that going 
toe-to-toe against someone 

you've just met is stupid, 
unless there ave lives at stake, 
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Vght ain't 
gettin’ any 
greener! 


Okay, you 
want this, let's do 
it. But we'll do it 

my wi. 


Welcome to 
‘the suloway system, 
Icome to New 
Welcome to 


‘my other pair 
of pants. 


Coming 
through! 


It should be a 
moment to relax. To 
celebrate. Except —~ 
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if 
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T get off two stops down, 
T could ride it to the end By 
of the line, put that much 
more distance between us, 
bout T don't know if i'l 
‘make much difference. 


Not 


Thend back to the 
partment, but 
stay in costume 
for hours, waiting. 
T'm under no illusions 
that the subway ear would've 
T'm still wait done anything more than slow 
wan tha sun comes her down, Buf that's 60... 
up, and T know T then where is she? 
hhave to go to school, 
fired or not. 


And what is she going to do now that 
she knows? Doe Strange Said he could use 
sorcery to pull out my real name... she's from 

‘he other side, maybe that's how she got it. 


Why can't things be simple 
anymore? Why does everything 
have to get harder? T was just 
‘minding wiy own business, T viasn't 

bothering anybody, just like 
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She's the wasp to my spider. But 
am T really a spider? T know T've 
icle Ben told me that got the wardrobe, T've got the 
with great power comes Took, I've got the powers 
great responsibility. 


But what comes 
great responsibility? And is that 
’ really such a swell 
thing, to be a spider? 
Because nobody even 


Other than the need lies spiders. 
for the world's longest 
Well, sure, 


there was Renfiel 
but he doesn't 
count. 
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Never went much further than 
T always took that part of my . the name. But lately the spider 
life for granted, ‘cause it was a part of me seems to be drawing 
cool style, a look guaranteed to a lot of attention from outside forces. 
Ezekiel. Morlun. Now Shathra. 


strike terror into crooks, because |p 
they are a cowardly and -- 


Point is, I never 


50 if you're 
Uistening, “Mom,” y} 
4 7) she was up to, right now. 
eee oe hy OF) Because T don't think T'm 
going to like it much, 


Serious explaining 
| R to do here! v Uy 


ma it or 


‘New kind 

of play now... 

new kind of 
play... 


We were 


He has 
lovers. strange sexual 


Tim sony, 
what did you - 
say your ine And you Would you 


like me to fell you 


was again? 
bye all about it for your 


